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For Immediate Release May 26, 2003 
 
SUN DEVILS SET TO HOST NCAA REGIONAL THIS WEEKEND AT TEMPE DIABLO 

UNLV, New Mexico State and Central Connecticut State Headed to Tempe. 
 
TEMPE, Ariz. (www.TheSunDevils.com) -- For the sixth time in the last seven years and the 27th overall in school history, 
the Arizona State Baseball team has advanced to the NCAA Baseball Tournament by receiving an at-large bid when the 64-
team field was announced today.  
 
With a 50-12 record and a second-place finish in the Pac-10 (16-8), ASU is one of 16 schools that were announced as No. 1 
seeds, but the Sun Devils were not selected as one of the eight No. 1 national seeds. Tempe Diablo Stadium, the spring 
training home of the World Series Champion Anaheim Angels, will serve as the venue for the Arizona State Regional to be 
played this weekend (May 30-June 1) in Tempe, Ariz.  
 
Winners of seven of their last 10 games and fresh off a series sweep of rival No. 16 Arizona last weekend, the fourth-ranked 
(Collegiate Baseball) Sun Devils will open tournament play at 7 p.m. on Friday (May 31) against No. 4 seed Central 
Connecticut State (31-15-2). No. 2 seed UNLV (45-15), the Mountain West Conference champions and currently the No. 16 
ranked team in the nation (Baseball America), will take on No. 3 seed New Mexico State in the 1 p.m., game Friday. The 
Aggies, also played in the Arizona State hosted regional in 2002 at Mesa’s Hohokam Park. ASU has now hosted a regional 
in three of the past four years.  
 
The Sun Devil baseball program has created a dynasty in college baseball that has been matched by few. With 18 
appearances in the College World Series, ASU ranks fifth for the most trips to Omaha. Arizona State has now advanced to 
the NCAA Tournament in 27 of the program's 45 varsity seasons (dating back to 1959), amassing an incredible 124-51 
(.709) record. ASU's five National Championships (1965, 1967, 1969, 1977, 1981) rank as the second most of any NCAA 
school. In addition to ASU's five national championships, the Sun Devils have also turned in five second-place teams and 
three third-place finishes.  
 
Arizona State is the current NCAA leader with 50 wins and is among the national leaders in runs (10.13 per game average) 
and hitting (.350). The Sun Devils led the Pac-10 in both hitting and pitching (3.30 ERA) and ranked second with a .972 
team fielding percentage. Sophomore shortstop Dustin Pedroia led the team and won the Pac-10 regular season batting title 
at .418 (112-for-268) with a Pac-10 and ASU single-season record 32 doubles. Sophomore Jeff Larish (.377, 16 HR, 86 
RBI), junior designated hitter Jeremy West (.366, 17 HR, 64 RBI) and junior outfielder Andre Ethier (.369, 9 HR, 61 RBI) 
lead the Devils offensively.  
 
The pitching staff is led by starters Beau Vaughan (9-5, 4.66 ERA), Ben Thurmond (6-0, 2.87 ERA), Erik Averill (8-1, 3.48 
ERA) and Jered Liebeck (7-0, 2.64). Junior closer Ryan Schroyer is 5-2 on the year with eight saves and a 1.45 ERA. The 
3.30 ERA not only leads the Pac-10, but also is ASU’s lowest team total since joining the Pac-10 in 1979. 
 
Tournament Schedule: 
Friday, May 30 
Game 2 - #2 UNLV (45-15) vs. #3 New Mexico State (42-16), 1 p.m. 
Game 1 - #1 Arizona State (50-12) vs. #4 Central Connecticut State (31-15-2), 7 p.m. 
 
Saturday, May 31 
Game 3 - Loser Game 1 vs. Loser Game 2, 10 a.m. 
Game 4 - Winner Game 1 vs. Winner Game 2, 2 p.m. 
Game 5 - Loser Game 4 vs. Winner Game 3, 7 p.m. 
 
Sunday, June 1 
Game 6 - Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 winner, 12 p.m. 
Game 7 - Game 4 winner vs. Game 5 winner, 5 p.m. (if necessary) 
 

--Sun Devil Baseball-- 
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*Regional host teams announced Sunday, May 25; the 64-team field announced Monday, May 26.

Super regional host teams announced Monday, June 2.

2003 National Collegiate Division I                                                                 

Baseball Championship

3  Missouri (35-20)

4  Middle Tenn. St. (33-25)

1  * Mississippi St. (40-18-1)

1  * LSU (40-19-1)

1  Baylor (41-21)

2  Minnesota (39-20)

3  Washington (40-16)

vs.

4  Ill.-Chicago (39-16)

4  Pepperdine (36-23)

1  * Long Beach St. (38-18)

2  Richmond (46-13)

3  UC Riverside (40-15)
vs.

vs.

3  New Mexico St. (42-16)

1  * Arizona St. (50-12)

2  South Carolina (39-20)

2  UNLV (45-15)

1  * Cal St. Fullerton (43-13)

4  San Diego (31-28)

3  Notre Dame (43-16)

vs.

vs.

3  UNC-Wilmington (38-21)

vs.
4  Murray St. (25-29)

vs.

vs.

vs.

2  * Southern Miss. (45-14)

4  Central Conn. St. (31-15-2)

3  Southern U. (43-5)

vs.

vs.

4  Northeastern (27-22)

2  Tulane (43-17)

vs.

vs.

4  Le Moyne (33-15)

2  Alabama (37-22)

2  Mississippi (34-25)

1  * Texas A&M (43-17)

4  Oral Roberts (41-18)

1  * Rice (48-10)

vs.
3  Florida (34-19-1)

1  * Miami (Fla.) (39-14-1)

2  Fla. Atlantic (46-14)

vs.

4  Bethune-Cookman (30-26)

1  * Texas (43-17)

4  Bucknell (27-14)

3  Lamar (37-16)

2  Arkansas (34-20)

3  Western Caro. (41-19)

2  Va. Commonwealth (45-11)

vs.

1  * Nebraska (44-16)

4  Eastern Mich. (32-26)

3  Rutgers (36-20)

2  South Ala. (40-17)

1  * Florida St. (50-10-1)

4  Jacksonville (32-28)

vs.

3  Southwest Mo. St. (35-23)

2  Coastal Caro. (45-16)

vs.

2  Clemson (38-20)

1  * Auburn (40-19)

4  Princeton (27-21)

3  Ohio State (41-19)

vs.

vs.

vs.

1  * North Carolina St. (42-16)

                                                                                                  

vs.

vs.

vs.

2  Arizona (35-21)

1  * Stanford (41-15)

vs.vs.

vs.

vs.

3  East Carolina (33-25-1)

4  Stetson (39-22)

1  * Georgia Tech (44-16)

2  North Carolina (39-21)
vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

3  Houston (32-27)

4  McNeese St. (31-28)

3  Wichita State (47-25)

Regionals
May 30-June 1
*Campus or Neutral Sites
Double Elimination
First-Round Pairings

College World Series
June 13-22/23
Omaha, Nebraska
Double Elimination
First-Round Pairings
Best-of-Three Championship Series

Super Regionals
June 6-8 or 7-9
*Campus or Neutral Sites
Best-of-Three Games

College World Series
June 13-22/23
Omaha, Nebraska
Double Elimination
First-Round Pairings
Best-of-Three Championship Series

Super Regionals
June 6-8 or 7-9
*Campus or Neutral Sites
Best-of-Three Games

Regionals
May 30-June 1
*Campus or Neutral Sites
Double Elimination
First-Round Pairings

       National Top Eight Seeds

1.  Florida State (50-10-1)
2.  LSU (40-19-1)
3.  Georgia Tech (44-16)
4.  Auburn (40-19)
5.  Rice (48-10)
6.  Stanford (41-15)
7.  Cal St. Fullerton (43-13)
8.  Miami (Fla.) (39-14-1)

 


